
 

Zikaron BaSalon: 
Over half a million people around the world will come 

together on Israel’s Memorial Eve (May 1st) 
to commemorate the Holocaust 

 
Zikaron BaSalon, an initiative which originated in Israel, will bring together over half a 
million Jews and non-Jews in living-rooms around the world on the Israeli Holocaust 
Memorial Day to commemorate the Holocaust in an intimate and engaging way. Some of 
the participating guests learn about the horrors of the Holocaust for the first time 
through this community-building experience. 

 
Zikaron BaSalon is an annual and international social initiative which takes place on the 
evening of Israeli Holocaust Memorial Day. Its literal meaning is “remembrance in the 
living room” in Hebrew. Zikaron BaSalon offers a new, engaging and intimate way to 
commemorate this day and its significance through discussions at private homes all 
around the world among family, friends and guests. Alongside formal Holocaust 
ceremonies, this unique and authentic tradition invites people to gather and join each 
other in expressing, discussing and most importantly - listen. Participants are then able 
to think about the past, understand the present and imagine the future. 
  
The structure of a Zikaron BaSalon evening is comprised of three parts which bring 
together the participants. The evening starts with a testimony, which can be filmed or 
personal; told by a Holocaust survivor, second generation or an expert in the field. The 
second part of the evening is the expression which can be done by reading a poem, 
inspirational texts; expression through music or any other way participants want to 
express their feelings through a creative lens. The third and final part of the evening is 
the discussion part which is facilitated and focuses on the memory of the Holocaust 
and its significant in our lives today. We also invite each person to structure their event 
in a way that will best fit them and their community. 
 
Since the first Salon that took place in 2011, Zikaron BaSalon has grown 
exponentially. Each year, over half a million people participate in Zikaron 
BaSalon evenings in Israel and around the world. What is remarkable to see is the 
fact that as much as Zikaron BaSalon is a social initiative that anyone, anywhere can 
embrace and bring into their own living rooms, even people such as the President of the 
State of Israel, Reuven Rivlin,   politicians and various celebrities have become involved 
with the initiative and even hosted events in their own house. Since 2015, this 
Holocaust commemoration social initiative has spread to Jewish communities outside of 
Israel, offering the opportunity to participate in what has since become a new modern-
day Jewish tradition. Soon after, Zikaron BaSalon has stretched to non-Jewish 
communities as well; the Holocaust has much to teach us about who we want to be as 
human beings regardless of our 
background, race or religion.   
  

For more information please visit our 
website: 

https://www.zikaronbasalon.org 
 

or contact: 
global@zikaronbasalon.org 
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